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A literature search was conducted in order to identify the measures to be 
used in the BELIEVE Battery. This search comprised 3 fundamental 
stages. 

Ø   Stage I: First, principally using articles concerning IPV and female victms and 
survivors, the potential causal mechanisms of IPV-related impairment were identified 
(see Figure 1).�

Ø     Stage II: Second, the commonly used measures in these studies were identified.�

Ø   Stage III.  Measures found in Stage II were prioritized and selected given the 
following characteristics:�

Results
	
																Modules for cognitive variables and mechanisms:
•  Module I.      General Health (illness, disease, medication)
•  Module II.    Violence: IPV (Composite Abuse-Scale-SF) and �

                       Childhood (Adverse Childhood Experiences)
•  Module III.  TBI and strangulation (Valera BISA Scale)
•  Module IV.  Mental Health: Postraumatic stress (PCL-5 and EGS-�

                      F), Complex Postraumatic Stress (International �
                      Trauma Questionnaire), Depression (PHQ-9), �
                      Generalized Anxiety (GAD-7), Resiliency �
                      (CD-RISC), Perceived Stress (PSS)

•  Module V.    Cognition (EMBRACED)
•  Module VI.  Validity Test (Coin in Hand-EV)

Discussion and Conclusion
	

The scientific study of intimate partner violence (IPV) in the fields of psychology and neuroscience is increasingly 
gaining support, specifically in terms of neuropsychological and brain alterations. The literature search indicated that 
while few studies have examined all neuropsychological domains, alterations have been found in attention, 
concentration, and speed processing (Twamley et al., 2009). These alterations have been related to a variety of 
mechanisms, including strangulation, TBI, abuse severity and type, and mental health (Valera & Kucyi, 2017). 
Keeping these pertinent variables in mind, measures for each were identified and included depending on the selection 
criteria of cross-cultural sensitivity, adequate psychometric properties, free-use and capacity for computerized 
administration. The final product includes a computerized easy-to-use version for professionals and researchers alike, 
in order to facilitate a more standardized and comprehensive evaluation protocol. Given the already vulnerable 
situation of female victims, the burden of searching for a specialist to administer the neuropsychological evaluation 
and the associated financial costs are simply beyond what is possible for many survivors. The BELIEVE Battery will 
facilitate improved access to cognitive testing for women, while providing a rich tool for research to ultimately 
advance our knowledge in this understudies area.

Intimate partner violence (IPV) is a pervasive problem, affecting every one in three women from internationally (WHO, 2013). Much of the research and care dedicated to this topic focuses on the psychological 
and direct physical impacts of violence, and considerably less attention has been allotted to the “invisible epidemic,” namely the cognitive and brain alterations associated with IPV. Of the little research in this 
area, findings indicate both mild and severe neuropsychological impairment related to IPV (Twamley et al., 2009), highlighting the urgent need to carry out routine neuropsychological evaluations with female 
survivors. Nonetheless, there are currently no free and computerized neuropsychological batteries that are adapted to the unique context of female victims and survivors. To address this urgent need, the objective 
of this study is to develop a comprehensive royalty-free and multi-lingual digitized battery which can be administered by non-professionals and on multi-platform software: the “BELIEVE Battery”. The principal 
aim of this battery is to include measures for cognitive functioning as well as the potential causal mechanisms for cognitive alterations (e.g. TBI and psychopathology).

Figure 1. Mechanisms and associated variables with cognitive
 impairment in IPV
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Note. Adapted from Daugherty et al., 2019

•  Public domain
•  Adaptability to computerized 

administration

	

•  Psychometric properties
•  Validated and translated for different 

cultural contexts

	

Image1. BELIEVE Battery Platform

Figure 1 demonstrates the different mechanisms and variables associated with IPV. Image 1 
illustrates the BELIEVE Battery’s digitized and free platform (www.projectbelieve.info), 
permiting access in the public domain for professionals and researchers alike.
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